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Brian Gettinger:True Gentleman of the Year

A PROCESS 
FOR   SUCCESS

Success isn't  
measured by  
yards or awards.  
Success doesn't  
come from statements 
or objectives. Success 
comes from working,  
from doing; success  
is a byproduct of a 
constant motion forward. 

22 FALL 2008



FALL 2008 23

ªBeing a student-athlete taught me to 
schedule my time,º he says. ªI have to do 
homework, go to class, study. I have to go to 
basketball practice. I have to make sure I'm 

eating right, not partying too much. It's 
helped me become a better person, 
a more responsible person.º

But the process he goes 
through isn't limited to only 
the Missouri Kappa-Chi 
chapter. As a recent colony 

that just received its full char-
ter into Sigma Alpha Epsilon,  
it's faced growing pains that 
any fledgling organization on 
a campus is going to face Ð how 
to find a place in the social  
fabric of the university, how to interact and 
work with the administration, how to leave a 
legacy for the brothers and recruits who will 
join the chapter later. Gettinger, as Eminent 

Archon, had to be one of its key architects, 
and he directly applied the concept  
 of process to his role. 

ªOne of the things I'm proud of is how I 
helped us get a house,º he says. ªIt's one of 

the first houses through Greek Life. We 
need a bigger house now, and that's 
going to be a longer process.º

But now that he's graduated Ð  
Gettinger is currently pursuing a master's 

in business administration at Missouri-Kansas City, so 
he's still a presence around the chapter Ð he's going to 
need to figure out how to apply that process to the next 
phase of his life. He'll still have ªThe True Gentlemanº to 
guide him, though. And, since the creed of our organiza-
tion is so close to him, as reflected in the name of his 
award, he's bound to have a favorite part.

ªWhose deed follows his word,º he replies when asked 
about that favorite part. ªActions are more powerful than 
words. Don't lie. Be a true person. It's important for who I 
am to be that true person.º

If the process he's followed to this point is any indica-
tion, Gettinger won't be having any problems keeping 
his word. As long as he keeps up his inspiration, Edison's 
mention of perspiration will be the easy part.   

BRIAN GETTINGER KNOWS THAT 

SUCCESS REQUIRES WORK. 
It's easy to fall into a trap of wanting to succeed or of 
meaning to do your best. The difference between 
those who make it and those who fall short 
often comes down to knowing how to act and 
then doing something about it. Thomas Edison 
famously asserted that ªsuccess is 10 percent 
inspiration and 90 percent perspiration.º Get-
tinger, the recipient of Sigma Alpha Epsilon's 
True Gentleman of the Year award for 2008, has 
found himself with not only the wisdom to know 
he needs a system for success but also with the 
courage to do something about it. 

The name of his award, the True Gentleman of 
the Year, signifies that Gettinger is Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon's top undergraduate. Its name is a direct 
descendant of our creed, ªThe True Gentleman,º 
and he understands the connection between 
what we say we stand for and what it takes to 
get to that ideal of being a ªgentleman.º To 
him, that concept that John Walter Wayland 
wrote about isn't something you wake up one 
day and find yourself to have achieved.

ªI think it's something you should try to 
achieve,º he says. ªIt describes the perfect  
person, and no one is the perfect person. It's  
more about looking at what you do every day. 
It's a process.º

ªProcessº is a great way to describe what 
Gettinger does. From a young age, he's worked to 
schedule his time, a skill that has served him well. How 
else could someone be the Eminent Archon of his chapter, 
a varsity basketball player and still maintain a 3.74 GPA? 

ªProcessº refers to a habit of success, one that's rein-
forced with every passing day. If you do a quick Google 
search for Gettinger, you won't find his accomplishments 
with the Fraternity; those are far down on the list. Instead, 
you'll find his ESPN.com profile and a list of national 
scholar-athletes. And that last part wasn't by accident.

ªI always wanted to be a student-athlete,º he says. ªA 
lot of people want to be athletes, but I wanted to graduate 
with honors. And I've been on the scholar-athlete team 
every year that I've been [at Missouri-Kansas City].º 

So how does he work to achieve that goal? That same 
word comes up again: process. 


